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The Boston Recorder. 

Our journal has lived nearly to the close of its 
thirty-third year: This 1 the penod commonly 
allotted to the passing away of a whole generation. 
Many of ite early patrons have been gathered unto 


theirs fathers. A few only of the original sub- 
ecribere remain on our books; but in cases not « 
few, our journal has been retained im the fanilies 
of those who were patrons from the beginning. 
The Recorder bas for a long series of years been 
an inmate of their faoulies and ite weekly visiis 
are oti) hailed with juy 

One of our old patrons in this city that was 
lately omitted by our carrier, called at our 
office the next day, saying “that he had felt 
very uneasy the last twenty-four hours, because 
hue Recorder had not come, be did not know 
how to do without it.” In visting various parts 
of the State swnilar expressions of attachment 
have frequently reached our care, These tokens 
of approbation flowing spontaneously from the 
hearts of intelligent and pious christians in the 
common waike of life, encourage us amid our toils 
od \abure 

At no period im the history of thie establush- 
ment bas our circulation been so wide, as during 
the last three years. Since the present year cow- 
mented, the churches in Connecticut have re- 
ceived a large namber of our joarnal and the 
young Congregational Churches ia Wisconsin 
and lowa are beginuing to patronise the videst 
religvous paper in the word. 

With respect to the future, we have no great 
promuses (oc make, Fe do fot Wish to oblain an 
influence by “putfing and trumpeting;” but by 
filling our pages from week to week with useful 
matter, that shail ecify and instruct our readers. 
It hae never been our purpose io have our columns 
filed with learned discussions and dissertavions 
u ws the province of Quarterlies; but eo to 
shape our journal, as lo meet the wants of the 
great ase of readers. This purpose if we ane 

take Sot, we have in some good degree acco 
plished. We have not Lowever the vanity to 


suppose that we have made a perfect religious 


journal, or shaped i #0 a9 to meet every taste ia 
the commenity, Thu is an utter impossibsiity 
We have great reason to be thank that eo 
have found fault, i that so many have wn 
mended our course. We trust that we hay 
searned something by five years experience in 
4 office 
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.o Dot expect te 
make any new and wonderful dwscoveries im the 
ology; but to adhere tothe doctrines of the Pu 
Titans, truthe that are aireedy known and under 
stood. We shall sti!) inst upon « total abet 
nence from slavery, intemperance and sin in every 
form. 

At no period have our correspondents been 
more numerous and sb.¢ than at the present time. 
We have recently engeged Rev. Alexander King 
of Dubim, (who is well known to the christian 
community, 6s 8 © correspondent in Ireland, 
aod also expect communications from Rev. Mr 
Willey *ho w about to sak as & missionary lo 
Monterey Catiforma 

th these general remarke we wi! 
annual ssiutauon. By the permission of 
dence we shall enter upon our next voiwme with 
the hope of making & journal of grester usefu ness 
than in any preceding year 
— 
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these, a6 circumstances of the occasion, may be 
ome in oor practice secred and proper 
dissolubie from ite egreeable observance, sccord 
ng to the eseociations that Lheve grown up with 
and the observances that spring out from it, yet 
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